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Exactly What is 
"Modern Homesteading"?

 
Homesteading is one of those terms that can seem
somewhat ambiguous, so I want to clear up any
and all confusion about it!

When I first heard about homesteading, I must
admit that it brought to mind thoughts of grungy
people living in delipidated houses, looking pretty
desperate.

Erase that image from your mind forever.

Modern homesteading is "a conscious choice of a
person or persons to grow and produce much of
what they require to live sustainably from the land
by gardening, foraging, preserving food, raising
livestock and using various forms of renewable
energy.  Homesteaders desire to simplify their lives
to eliminate societal stress, financial dependence
and their carbon footprint".
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 Some people have degenerative illnesses that they
feel will improve with a more natural lifestyle.
 Some are burned-out from a stressful career that
doesn't make them as happy as they thought it
would.
  Some (like us) want to raise their children
knowing where food comes and breathing fresh air
in the country.

Modern homesteading is a lifestyle choice.

Folks homestead for many reasons:

What Can You Expect as a Homesteader??

Your daily life and to-do list completely changes when
you're homesteading.

Your priorities, where you spend your time and money
will be very different than your "former" life!

Tending to a garden and livestock begin early in the
morning, as those critters want to be fed and watered.

Your day may consist of weeding or planting in the
garden, cleaning out the chicken coop and then
making homemade bread for the week!
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As harvest time comes about, which is your "payday" as a
homesteader, you will find yourself standing on your feet and
canning food a lot of the time.

There are no "days off" when things need to be done, nature waits
for no man.

The weather will also dictate when you must do certain chores.

For example, you can't plant a garden in the rain.  It's also not
much fun to clean out stalls in the rain or snow either...but it must
be done when it needs to be done.

As a homesteader for over 20+ years, I have become so much
stronger:  mentally, physically and psychologically.

I've pushed my body further than I ever thought I could go, but let
me tell you something...

Not only did I make it, but you can too!

There's something so fulfilling and satisfying about growing and
raising your own food, bringing in a basket of eggs every morning,
standing on the rug you made from fiber from your alpacas and
sitting by the glow of your oil lamps in the evening.

Homesteading is hard work, but it's the best life!
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Carrying 50# bags of feed to the barn.
Cleaning out stalls and/or chicken
coops
Worming your animals.
Rotating pastures.
Repairing fences.
Starting seeds inside for Spring
planting.
Planning the layout of your next
garden.
Read a few pages out of your latest
homestead book.
Make bread.
Dry herbs that you foraged this
morning for tea.
Make salve with your herbal oil.
Start a quilt for winter snuggling.
Cut and stack firewood.
Wash and carton eggs for clients.
Sew some cloth napkins to replace
paper napkins.
Pick up canning jars from a garage sale.
Can vegetables from the garden.
Make jam from foraged blackberries.
Prune and thin your edible perennials.
Fix a flat tire on the tractor.
Thumb through the latest seed catalog.
Thumb through the latest poultry
catalog.
Watch homesteading videos.
Prepare a shopping list for the farm
store.
Plant garlic in the fall.
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26.  Get meat out of the freezer to can.
27.  Make a large batch of soup to can.
28.  Make a list of possible jam
customers.
29.  Dry herbs for ailments.
30.  Knit up hats and scarves for gifts.
31.  Install solar panels on your house.
32.  Install rain barrels.
33.  Learn how to purify water.
34.  Install a clothesline.
35.  Hang your clothes out.
36.  Make elderberry syrup.
37.   Make laundry detergent.
38.  Buy and start meat birds.
39.  Maintenance on the generator.
40.  Insulate chicken coop for winter          
using straw bales.
41.  Listen to a homesteading podcast.
42.  Watch YouTube videos about how
to butcher chickens.
43.  Learn how to darn a sock.
44.  Study the cycles of the moon and
how it effects crops.
45.  Take some of your fresh produce
to the food bank.
46. Show someone how to can
properly.
47.  Make your own cleaning supplies.
48.  Till gardens for pay.
49.  Set up an LLC for your farm.
50.  Check into CAUV tax reductions
for your property.

50 Things You Might Find a Homesteader Doing



If you think you would like to know more about homesteading,
keep reading and researching.  

Ask a local homesteader for a tour (be prepared to work while
you talk, we don't have a lot of time to chat!) and see what it's
all about.

You might find yourself homeschooling at this stage of your
life and let me tell you, homesteading really lends itself to it!  

Teaching your kids about nature, animals, home economics,
home business, growing and preserving food, sustainable
energy and more will make them well-rounded adults, unlike
many other high-school graduates.

If you're up for the challenge and don't mind having sore
muscles, dirt under your nails and a smile on your face, then
homesteading just might be for you!

Thanks for reading "Gently Sustainable Homestead"!

Recommended Reading List:

The Self-Sufficient Life and How to Live It

Homesteading:  A Backyard Guide to Growing Your Own Food

Back to Basics
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https://www.gentlysustainable.com/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1465477357?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1629143669?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1629143669?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1629143669?ie=UTF8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1629143693?ie=UTF8

